Phonemic Awareness
Toke-Home Pack
What is Phonemic Awareness?

Phonemes are the Individual sounds that make up words. For example, the
word key has two phonemes and the word sfop has four phonemes. Phonemic awareness
ig the understanding that words are mdde up of individual phonemes (souinds). When a
child has phenemic awareness, he/she can hear and manipulate the individual sounds in
words. Phonemic awareness is auditory and does nof Involve print. Phonics is the study of
the satind-symbol relationships (letters and their corresponding sounds.) Phonemic

awareness 1§ a precursor o phonics, which does involve print.

Why is it important?

Children need fo be able fo hear the sounds In words before they can begin
to read or write therh. When they are sounding out a word, they need fo be able to blend
those sounds Yogéther: They may know the letter-sound relationship and be able o sound
-out, “/e/ fa/ /" They must have phonemic awareness in ordér to blend those sounds
fogether to read cat When epelling words, a child needs to be dble to do the opposite-
segment the sounds of a word. For some kids, these skills come more naturally. For many
children, the ability fo blend and segment words needs to be practiced and taught.
Severdl studies (Anderson, Hiebert, Scott, & Wilkerson, 1985; Adams, 1990; Snow, Burns, &
Griffin, 1998) show that phonemic awareness is a key indicator of reading success.

Examples of Phonemic Awareness:

*Tdenfifying words that rhyme.
*Grouping words by similar sounds: Bof| bear, and bike all start with b
*Isolating Sounds: Identifying the first, middle, and last sounds in words.
*Blending sounds into words: /w/ /i/ /sh/=-wish
_ *Segmenting words: wish has 3 phonemes and is broken up this like: /w/ /i/ /sh/
*Manipulate sounds within words: Change the /w/ to /d/. What word? dish




S/Mon Says wiﬁh a twist! |

. Replace a word with a rhyming
word when giving a direction.
Enunciate the rhyming word
'Simon says sit on the
boucn. (instead of couch)

| 2. After severdl games, start

saglng Finnon ags or Timon tays.

| Roll the number cube.

2. Say the word that matches the picture.

} 3 Together, come up with words that dlso start

'+ with that same sound. -
5. Make up a funny story or sentence using that word ond

several other words that start with that same sound
(BONUS: Count, the words as you say the sentence. Give “paints’ for how many
words you say with that same sound)

Examples:

*Alex the Aligator eats apples in his affic with hls aunt Allson.
*Bobby the bear buys o bassball bat for his best brother Bert,
*Charlie Cheetah chase to chase that child with chips.

*Penny Panguin passes the purpkin To The person in purple.
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| | Drawthree circles or squares using chak.

| 2. Sayaword and have your child jump to each
circles as they breck apart the word

I+ Ex Yousay pot’ and your child jumps into
 thefirst circle and says, /p/. Then hefshe
Jumps into the 2 circle and says, fol, and
then the findl circle says, /t/.

§ 3 Youcould diso do the opposite: Jump

| together into the circles, saying sounds.
Then try to guess the word.

11 Put two, three or f‘ our beods on a pipe cleaner.
12, Put the beads together when you say a word |
{3 As_uou bredk apart the sounds inthat.word, |}
]  movethe beads. Each bead represents one
1 sound

4 Extend: Ask your child which bead makes a

| certan sound. Ex: “In the word pack, which bead

makes the /k/ sound?’




|1 Saya word to your child. |
| 2. Ask your child to tell you the |
- first, middle, or last sound
(not letter) in that word. |
. E>< \/\/hot S the last sound

J You can do this activity while you are on a walk, in the car, cooking dinner or while

?Iooking at a book. Choose words that you see around you (leaf, spoon, cat, school, etc.)

. Choose words thot only have two or-
three sounds (not necessarily 2 or 3
V- ——lettors just-2- or-3-sounds)—— e
| 2 Say Tspyalic i ipl (Youwlltake the
word and breck them apart to separate’
]  the sounds)

} 3. Your chid willtry to figure out the word

| _Household and outside words that you might spy: cat, dog, knife, fork, bowl, rug, bed, light,
- couch, chair, leaf, gate, pen, cup, mug, bird, toy, car, road, path, jar, tub, footh, mouth, ring,
§ soap, bug, book, tree, bee, box, pan, pot; vase, phone, sheet, shade, sock, shoe, coat, purse, hat |




